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State Mental Health Hospital
Decision:
• Ohio Department of Mental Health (ODMH) 

decided to:

1. Close the Cleveland Campus of Northcoast
Behavioral Healthcare by July 1, 2011.

2. Not build the new state mental health 
hospital in Cleveland, citing environmental 
issues – but instead expand its Northfield 
campus in Summit County.

3. Use any remaining capital dollars from the 
expansion at the Northfield Campus to update 
other state hospitals throughout the State of 
Ohio.
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State Mental Health Hospital
Original Agreement:

• There was an agreement between the City of 
Cleveland and ODMH since 2009 to build the new State 
Mental Health Hospital in Cleveland. 

• Nearly $84 million was set aside in the capital budget 
for construction, and the City of Cleveland spent over 
$4 million to prepare the site. 
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Impact of Decision on Consumers:
• Closing of the Cleveland Campus and not building the new hospital in 

Cleveland is very bad for consumers of mental health services:

– Out of the 1,500 total admissions in FY 2010 and to date in FY 2011, 
97% - or more than 1,470 - are residents of Cuyahoga County97% or more than 1,470 are residents of Cuyahoga County.

– Having residents of Cleveland and Cuyahoga County admitted to a 
hospital in Summit County will place another burden on the 
consumers’ families by having to arrange for transportation to see 
their loved ones, as well as for discharge.

– ODMH’s decision of not having a mental health hospital in the city takes 
mental health treatment back to the mid-19th century, when the 
belief was that people with mental illness should be isolated from their p p
families and communities. 

– We know today that interaction and treatment planning with family is 
important to a person’s mental health recovery.

– Transporting patients from Cleveland to the Northfield Campus by 
ambulance or police is also going to be costly.
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Impact of Decision on Economy:
• Closing of the Cleveland Campus and not building the new State Hospital in 

Cleveland is also bad for Cleveland’s and Cuyahoga County’s economic 
development: 

– The hospital could have employed 300+ people (from Cleveland 
Campus and Northfield Campus) with good paying jobs that would 
produce over $1 million in tax revenue.

– With the closing of the Cleveland Campus, Cleveland will lose    
nearly 200 jobs. 

– Actual building of the hospital would have created construction 
jobs for several years. j y

– Businesses, such as restaurants, drycleaners, stores, etc., were 
anticipated to develop near the hospital to serve the workers and 
visiting families.  
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Impact of Decision on Opportunities:
• Closing of the Cleveland Campus and not building the new State Hospital in 

Cleveland will be a loss of opportunities: 

– Loss of the consumers’ community support system by removing y pp y y g
consumers from the community.

– Loss of collaboration with primary care:

• Cleveland Clinic

• University Hospitals

• St. Vincent Charity Hospital

• MetroHealth Hospital

– Loss of research activity and partnerships:

• CWRU Mandel School

• Cleveland State University

• Center for Community Solutions
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How can 
County Council Help?

Pass a resolutionPass a resolution 
requesting that the 
Governor and ODMH 
reconsider their 
decision and build 
the new State Mental 
Health Hospital in
Cleveland asCleveland as 
originally agreed.
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